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Micah: What God
Expects From Us

When a person is hired for a new job or asked to do something, they naturally
want to know what is expected of them. God spoke through Micah to tell
Judah, lIsrael, the wealthy, the prophets, and leaders that they fell short of
God’s expectations as His people. Micah brought charges against Israel and
Judah with language that sounds like a lawyer in the court of law presenting an
indictment. Also, Micah called God’s people to turn back to Him, and reminded
them of God'’s future restoration and millennial reign. God’'s message to His
people is that He expects them to do the next right thing!

Central Lesson:
Just Do the NEXT Right Thing Regardless of What the World Does

Date: Micah was written during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah,
about 742-687 B.C. Micah 1:1 states: “The Lord gave this message to Micah of
Moresheth during the years when Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah were kings of
Judah. The visions he saw concerned both Samaria and Jerusalem...” (NLT).

Author: MICAH the Prophet. Little is known about him. Nothing is indicated
about his family or background. The book does show that he was from the
town of Moresheth (1:1, 14) which is located in the foothills of Judah
approximately 25 miles southwest of Jerusalem. This was a productive
agricultural area, so Micah was from the country. His sense of prophetic calling
was very strong as described in Micah 3:8 where Micah was contrasting his
calling with that of the false prophets who led the people astray and served
only for financial gain (cf. 3:5-12). Micah was a prophet during the same time
as Hosea and Isaiah.

Title: The title of the book is named after the author, Micah. His name means “Who
is like Yahweh (Lord)?” This is the very question that Micah asked at the end of the
book: Micah 7:18 (NLT) “Where is another God like you, who pardons the guilt of the
remnant, overlooking the sins of his special people? You will not stay angry with your
people forever, because you delight in showing unfailing love.”

Key Words: The key word in Micah (in the NLT) is: “LISTEN” (1:2; 3:1, 9;
6:1-2, 9). The people had been ignoring God, but He was trying to get their
attention through the prophet Micah. Have you been listening to God or
ignoring Him? Does God need to take drastic measures to get your attention?

The book of Micah is composed of three messages from God, and each begins
with the word “hear” (1:2; 3:1; 6:1) and ends with a promise:

e The promise to restore Judah from Babylonian captivity 2:12-13.

e The promise to overthrow Israel’s enemies 5:10-15.

e The promise to show Israel mercy, just as God promised Abraham (7:20).

Key Phrase: “...listen to the Lord’s complaint! He has a case against his
people. He will bring charges against Israel.” God confronts Israel and Judah’s
sin as a lawyer before a court.
« 1:2 “The Sovereign Lord is making accusations against you...”
= 6:1 “...Stand up and state your case against me. Let the mountains and
hills be called to witness your complaints.”
= 6:2 “..listen to the Lord’s complaint! He has a case against his people.
He will bring charges against Israel.”
= 6:11 (NIV) “Shall | acquit someone with dishonest scales...”

Key Verse: The key verses 6:8. “No, O people, the Lord has told you what is
good, and this is what he requires of you: to do what is right, to love mercy,
and to walk humbly with your God.” (NLT).

Also, Micah 7:18 “Where is another God like you, who pardons the quilt of the
remnant, overlooking the sins of his special people? You will not stay angry with
your people forever, because you delight in showing unfailing love.”

Key Chapter: Chapter 6 . The chapter describes a courtroom scene where God
presents His accusations against Israel (6:1-2), questions them regarding the basis
for their rebellion against Him (6:3), gives evidence of His blessing and goodness to
them (6:4-5), indicts them for their negligence to fulfill His requirements (6:8) and
gives a verdict concerning the consequences of their sin (6:14-16).

Outline: The Life Application Bible outlines Micah as:

I. The Trial of the Capitals—Chapters 1-2.
Il. The Trial of the Leaders—Chapters 3-4.
lll. The Trial of the People—Chapters 6-7.

Christ in Jonah: Christ can be seen in two important ways: (1) The BIRTH
of Christ at Bethlehem (5:2. Also Matt. 2:5-6). (2) Christ, the Messiah, will rule
over the earth (5:4-5) during the millennium [1,000 years after the tribulation
period] (4:1-13) and bring justice and peace (4:3).

Theme: God has expectations of His people: “...this is what he requires of
you...” (6:8). They are to do the NEXT right thing regardless of what the world
does. This is about lifestyle, not salvation. Salvation is by God’s grace (a gift
we do not deserve), not something we earn by living in right behavior. Correct
behavior is a result of salvation, not a means to salvation.

= God expects us—to listen to Him (1:2; 3:1, 9; 6:1-2, 9).
= God expects us—to live and do business in honesty, integrity (ch. 2).
= God expects us—to lead and rule with honesty, justice, right-motives (ch. 3).

= God expects us—to live in hope of His future return, reign, and
redemption (chs. 4-5).

= God expects us—to remember His faithfulness and favor to us (6:4-5).
= God expects us—to worship Him from the heart & not heartless rituals (6:6-7).
= God expects us—to fear (reverence, high esteem) the Lord (6:9).

Central Lesson: God relentlessly pursues us even when we run from Him.
Next Steps: P Accept Christ as your Savior. » As a Christian, dedicate your
life to Christ. P Invite someone to next Sunday’s study. » Attend a small
group. P Read the Bible. » Pray for friends that need Jesus.




