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Zechariah: Getting Busy
for the Coming Christ

The book of Zechariah has been called the “Apocalypse of the
Old Testament,” meaning it parallels the New Testament book of

Revelation. The word apocalypse comes from a Greek word that
means “revelation.” The books of Revelation and Zechariah complement each
other and are insightful to read side by side.

The nation of Judah was facing troubling times. After their return from Babylon,
they laid the foundation of the temple (Ezra 3:8-13; 5:16), but stopped due to
harassment from local opposition. Spiritual apathy set in, and their focus
turned to themselves. They built houses for themselves and neglected to
rebuild the temple for the next 18 years (Haggai 1:3, 7-10).

God raised up two prophets, Haggai and Zechariah, to encourage the people
of Judah to return to the Lord and finish the Temple (see Ezra 5:16). Haggai
was with the people for about 4 months in 520 BC. Zachariah’s ministry lasted
2-3 years. Haggai motivated the people of Judah with a stinging rebuke
(Haggai 1:3-12). Zechariah took a more positive approach by reminding the
people of the future importance of the Temple, which is, the Messiah will one
day come and rule from its throne (Zech. 9:9; 14:5; 2:10-12). Also, the Messiah
will bring universal peace to the world during the Millennium (Zech. 9:10).

Zechariah emphasized to the people that the future blessing is contingent on
their present obedience in rebuilding the Temple. They were not merely
building a structure; they were building the future. They needed to get to work
because their Messiah was coming! The book of Zechariah showed Judah the
importance of preparing for the coming of their Messiah.

The book of Zechariah teaches us the importance of preparing ourselves for
the coming of Christ by being fully devoted to him and serving him.

Central Lesson:
Be ready for Christ’s coming—seek him, serve him.

Date: Chapters 1-8 of Zechariah were written 520 - 515 BC.

Chapters 9-14 are thought to have been written around 500 - 470 BC.

+ Chapters 1-8 were believed to have been written between 520 and 515 BC.
These chapters make no reference to the completion and dedication of the
Jerusalem Temple, which took place in 515 BC (Ezra 6:13-22).

» Chapters 9-14 differ in style and refer to Greece, indicating a date around
500 to 470 BC. This would mean that Xerxes (486-464 B.C.) was ruling over
the Persians, who made Esther queen of Persia.

Author: The prophet ZECHARIAH, as indicated by the first verse of the book
(1:1). His messages were to the people of Jerusalem after their return from
Babylonian exile (Zech 1:3).

Title: The author, Zechariah. His name means “God REMEMBERS” (1:1).
Zechariah was a popular name, shared by at least 29 other Old Testament
characters. Like Jeremiah and Ezekiel, Zechariah came from a priestly lineage. This
is indicated in the opening verse, which identifies him with his father and grandfather,
who were priests (cf. 1:1 and 7; Ezra 5:1; 6:14; Neh. 12:4, 16).

Key Words:

“RETURN?” (1:3, 16; 8:3; 9:12; 10:9).

“COME” (14:1, 5, 21; 10:4; 9:9; 2:10; 8:20, 22; 6:1, 15; 3:8; 2:6-7; 1:21).
+ “RULE” (6:13; 9:10)

Key Verses: Zechariah 1:3-4 .

“3 Therefore, say to the people, ‘This is what the Lord of Heaven’s Armies says:
Return to me, and | will return to you, says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies.’
4 Don’t be like your ancestors who would not listen or pay attention when the
earlier prophets said to them, ‘This is what the Lord of Heaven’s Armies says:
Turn from your evil ways, and stop all your evil practices.”” (NLT).

Key Chapter: Chapter 14..

The book of Zechariah builds to a climax in chapter 14 by describing the last siege of
Jerusalem and the Battle of Armageddon (Zech 14:2; Also Rev 16:16), the Second
Coming of Christ (Zech 14:3-9; Rev 19:11-21), Jerusalem being rescued and made
secure (Zech 14:10-11), the destruction of Israel’s enemies (Zech 14:12-15), and the
beginning of the Millennium where the Messiah will reign over the earth and the
nations will come to Jerusalem to worship God (Zech 14:16-21).

Outline: The Life Application Bible outlines Zechariah as:
.  Messages While REBUILDING the Temple—Chapters 1-8.

A. Zechariah’s night visions
B. Zechariah’s words of encouragement

Il. Messages After COMPLETING the Temple—Chapters 9-14.

Christ in Zechariah: Zechariah is filled with references to Christ:

® The angel of the Lord (3:1-6). ® The righteous Branch (3:8; 6:12-13). ® The
stone with seven eyes (3:9). ® The King-Priest (6:13). ® The humble King
(9:9-10). ® The cornerstone, tent peg, and bow of battle (10:4). ® The good
Shepherd who is rejected and sold for thirty shekels of silver, the price of a
slave (11:4-13). ® The pierced One (12:10). ® The cleansing fountain (13:1). ®
The smitten Shepherd who is abandoned (13:7). ® The coming Judge and
righteous King (14 esp. 5, 9).

Theme: Be ready for Christ's COMING—seek him and serve him. Make
your life count for Christ and eternity. This life will pass away, but as Christians,
we will live with Christ forever. Invest in eternity, it is the only thing that will last.
Are you living for Christ? Are you ready for the coming of Christ?

Central Lesson: Be ready for Christ’s coming—seek him, serve him.
Next Steps: P Accept Christ as your Savior. B As a Christian, dedicate your
life to Christ. P Invite someone to next Sunday’s study. P Attend a small
group. P Read the Bible this week. P> Pray for friends that need Jesus




