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Ecclesiastes: Searching 
for Meaning In Life  

• Have you ever asked yourself—why am I on earth, 
what is my purpose in life, do I matter? 

The book of Ecclesiastes looks deeply at the question of the meaning of life. 
King Solomon, the wisest person to have ever lived, wrote the book. He had 
everything a person could want—fortune, power, possessions, fame, thrills—
yet he felt empty inside. After the newness wore off, Solomon asked himself, "Is 
this all there is?" Solomon applied his great intellect to finding the reason for 
living and the meaning of life. Eventually, with God's help, he discovered the 
answer. We can know the answer, too, by studying the book of Ecclesiastes. 

Central Lesson:  
The message of Ecclesiastes can be summarized in three short phrases: 

God First, Live Right, Enjoy Today As A Gifts from God. 

Author: King SOLOMON is usually considered the author. Some conservative 
Bible teachers doubt that Solomon wrote Ecclesiastes. However, the reasons for 
Solomon’s authorship are: He is called a “King David’s son, who ruled in 
Jerusalem” (1:1) which would make him Solomon. He ruled over 
“Jerusalem” (1:1) and Israel in Jerusalem (1:12) and only David and Solomon 
were kings of Israel located in Jerusalem (1 Kings 2:11; 11:42). [Saul reigned 
over Israel from Gilgal (1 Sam. 15:34-35; 23:19; 26:1). David made Jerusalem 
the capital of Israel (1 Chron. 11:4-9; 2 Sam. 5:6-13). Israel and Judah split after 
Solomon. Israel moved north to Samaria where the remaining kings ruled (1 
Kings 16:29; 22:51). Judah remained in Jerusalem.] Also, the author possessed 
great wisdom (1:13, 16) which points to Solomon. He achieved great building 
projects (2:4-6), had numerous servants (2:7), possessed great wealth (2:8), was 
ensnared by women (7:26), wrote many proverbs (12:9), all pointing to Solomon. 
Furthermore, Ecclesiastes and Proverbs have many similar statements and 
words that suggest the same author (Ecc. 4:5 and Prov. 6:10; Ecc. 7:1 and Prov. 
22:1; Ecc. 10:7 and Prov. 19:10; Ecc. 10:12 and Prov. 18:7). 

Date: Ecclesiastes was written approximately 935 B.C. 

Key Verses: Ecclesiastes 2:25 and 12:13-14. 

Ecclesiastes 2:25 “For who can eat or enjoy anything apart from him?” NLT 

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 “13 That’s the whole story. Here now is my final 
conclusion: Fear God and obey his commands, for this is everyone’s duty. 
14 God will judge us for everything we do, including every secret thing, 
whether good or bad.” NLT 

Key Chapter: Ecclesiastes 12. The teacher is looking at life through 
“binoculars.” Chapter 12 reveals the answer to man’s quest for meaning in 
life. It records Solomon’s final conclusion about how to experience meaning in 
life (12:13-14). 

Theme: Life is meaningless apart from a PERSONAL relationship with God. 
Live to HONOR and please Him and ENJOY each day as a gift from God 

1. Life is only meaningful when God has His rightful place in a 
person’s heart. People are all created by God to be in a relationship 
with Him and to be His worshipper. Too many people put other things 
(money, possessions, pleasure, fame, position, etc.) in God’s place in 
their life. People who leave God out of their life and refuse or neglect to 
worship Him experience a sense of emptiness and meaninglessness. 
Are you letting God have His rightful place in your life? Are you a 
worshipper of God? Is He the center of your life? 

2. Enjoy life one day at a time as a gift from God and live to honor and 
please Him. In other words, smell the roses and live right! This is one of 
Solomon’s conclusions in searching for meaning in life (2:24-26; 3:12-13, 
22; 5:18-20; 8:15; 9:7-10). We should plan for the future but we should not 
be so future-oriented that we rob ourselves of all that God has for us today. 

Key Word: The repeated key word in the book is “MEANINGLESS”  
(1:2, 14; 2:1, 11, 15, 17, 19, 21, 23, 26; 3:19; 4:4, 7-8, 16; 5:7, 10; 6:2, 4, 9, 12; 
7:6, 15; 8:10, 14; 9:9; 11:8, 10; 12:8). Other repeated phrases are: “under the 
sun” (1:3, 9, 14; 2:18; 6:12; etc.) “chasing the wind” (1:14, 17; 2:11, 17, 26, etc.) 

Outline: The Book of Ecclesiastes is usually divided into four parts with 
each part ending with a conclusion. The Life Application Study Bible suggests 
the following outline: 

I. Solomon’s Personal EXPERIENCE—Chapters 1-2.  
(Conclusion 2:24-26) 

II. Solomon’s General OBSERVATIONS—Chapters 3-5.  
(Conclusion 5:18-20) 

III. Solomon’s Practical COUNSEL—Chapters 6-8.  
(Conclusion 8:15-26) 

IV. Solomon’s Final CONCLUSION—Chapters 9-12.  
(Conclusion 12:9-14) 

Christ in Ecclesiastes: the “one SHEPHERD” in chapter 12:11:  
“The words of the wise are like goads, their collected sayings like firmly 
embedded nails—given by one shepherd.” NIV 

Bruce Wilkinson and Kenneth Boa write:  
“Ecclesiastes convincingly portrays the emptiness and perplexity of life 
without a relationship with the Lord. Each person has eternity in his heart 
(3:11), and only Christ can provide ultimate satisfaction, joy, and wisdom. 
Man’s highest good is found in the ‘one Shepherd’ (12:11) who offers 
abundant life (see John 10:9-1`0).” (Talk Thru the Bible, p.171) 

‣ Have you accepted the “one Shepherd” as your Savior and Lord? 

 Central Lesson:  
The message of Ecclesiastes can be summarized in three short phrases: 

God First, Live Right, Enjoy Today As A Gifts from God. 
! Accept Christ as your Savior. ! As a Christian, dedicate your life to Christ. 
! Invite someone to next Sunday’s study. ! Attend a small group. ! Read the Bible 
this week & journal meaningful verses. ! Pray for friends that need Jesus.  


